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Instructor:  Aimee McAlpine 

aimmcalpine@comcast.net  
 

Dates:  February 25 – March 21, 2008   
 

Location:  Online 
 

Description: 
The digital age is upon us, meaning information is at our fingertips 24/7 through our connections to the internet.  This 

exciting level of connectivity is revolutionizing how we communicate and removing barriers of time and space from 

previously unavailable resources.  However, from an educator’s perspective, the enthusiasm for many online tools and 

resources is often tempered by real concerns about keeping students safe while taking advantage of the many rich learning 

resources available on the internet.  This course will examine the issue of online safety, and provide practical resources 

and tools to help educators make informed decisions about using the internet in ways that maximize student learning and 

minimize online hazards.  
. 

 

Course Objectives 
Learning Goal Assessment Component 

Participants will develop or enhance their understanding of the issues requiring an 

understanding of online safety. 
• Weekly Discussions 

Participants will become familiar with resources that can be utilized keep students 

safe when using the internet in classroom environments. 
• Reflection 

Participants will become familiar with activities that can be used with students to 

help them learn about using the internet safely. 

• Class Wiki 

• Weekly Discussions 

Participants will develop an action plan utilizing the knowledge and resource 

gained through the course that may be used in their professional work. 
• Final Action Plan 

 

 

Course Requirements 
� Completion of four weekly modules using the Blackboard course management tool through Framingham State 

College (module assignments and due dates/times outlined on subsequent pages).   

 

� Completion of Action Plan. 

See action plan overview and rubric on p. 3 
 

 

Course Credit 
� 1 graduate credit will be granted through Framingham State College.  .   
 

Course Grading 
� Participation    10% 

 The participation grade will be calculated using the Participation Rubric on page 4. 
 

� Module Discussions & Activities  60% 

 Discussions and activities will be assessed using a 3 pt rubric found on page 3. 
 

� Action Plan    30% 

 The Action Plan will be assessed by the Action Plan rubric found on page 4. 
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Module Participation 

It is expected that you will participate in module discussions and complete module activities by midnight on the 

last day of the module. 

 

Week 1  Module 1 

(2/25-3/02) Topic: Course Introduction & Setting a Context  

Reading – Jesdanum, A. (2007) Net threats result of kids’ online behavior 

• Syllabus Scavenger Hunt 

• Introductions via participant Blackboard HomePages 

• PPT - Online Safety: What are the Issues  

• Discussion - Online Safety: What concerns you in the classroom?  

 

 

Week 2   Module 2 

(3/03-3/09)  Topic: Resources for Educators 

Reading: Mandeville, M. Keeping Kids Safe in Cyberspace 

• Explore Resource Hotlist 

• Written reflection on hotlist exploration 

• Discussion – What structures can you put in place to enhance their safe use of the 

internet? 

 

Week 3   Module 3 

(3/10-3/16)  Topic: Resources to use with Students 

   Reading: Choose an article from Safe Teens.Com 

• Online Safety Student Activity Exploration 

• Contribute to course wiki – Classroom Activity Ideas 

• Discussion - Practical Strategies for Using the Internet with Students 

• Action Plan Overview 

 

 

Week 4   Module 4 

(3/17-3/23)  Topic: The School-Home Connection & Action Plan Sharing 

• Resources  for Parents Hotlist 

• Discussion – Action Plan Sharing & Participant Feedback 

 

 

 

   

 
*Additional readings, assignments and discussions may be added at the instructor’s discretion. 
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ASSESSMENT TOOLS 

 

Participation Grade 

 
There are four modules.  You will receive a participation grade for each module.  The scoring is as 

follows: 
3 You participated in all components of the module. 

 

2 You participated in most components of the module. 

 

1 You participated in some components of the module. 

 

0 You did not participate in the module. 

 

The sum of your 4 participation grades will be divided by 12 for a final participation grade. 

 

 

Discussion Rubric:  

 
Score:  
4 You thoroughly participated in the discussion (3 or more posts).  Your contributions were relevant to the posted 

topic(s), detailed & keep the conversation moving. 

 

2 You participated in the discussion (2 posts).  Your contributions were relevant to the posted topic(s), & helped 

keep the conversation moving. 

 

1 You participated in the discussion (1 post).  Your contributions were somewhat relevant to the posted topic(s). 

 

0 You did not participate in the discussion. 

 
 

 

Activity Rubric: 

 
Score:  
3 The activity was thoroughly completed, demonstrates deep reflection about the topic, and provides evidence of 

genuine understanding of how the assignment relates to your professional work. 

 

2 The activity was completed, demonstrates reflection about the topic, and provides evidence of understanding how 

the assignment relates to your professional work. 

 

1 The activity was partially completed, demonstrates minimal reflection about the topic, and provides little 

evidence of understanding how the assignment relates to your professional work. 

 

0 The activity was not completed. 
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Action Plan Rubric 

 3 2 1 

Plan Content 

Content of the project is 

directly related to the 

content of the course 

Content of the project is 

somewhat related to the 

content of the course. 

Content of the project is not 

related to the content of the 

course. 

Relationship to 

Professional Work 

The project shows evidence 

of being readily and easily 

utilized in your professional 

work. 

The project shows evidence 

that it can be being utilized 

in your professional work. 

The project does not show 

evidence of usability in your 

professional work. 

Understanding of  

Course Content 

The project demonstrates a 

thorough understanding of 

the issues surrounding, and 

relevant strategies in, 

keeping students safe while 

online in the classroom. 

The project demonstrates an 

understanding of the issues 

surrounding, and relevant 

strategies in, keeping 

students safe while online in 

the classroom. 

The project demonstrates a 

little or no understanding of 

the issues surrounding, and 

relevant strategies in, 

keeping students safe while 

online in the classroom. 

Project Quality 

The project shows evidence 

of extensive thought and 

planning resulting in an 

excellent project. 

The project shows evidence 

of thought and planning 

resulting in a good project. 

The project lacks evidence 

of thought and planning 

resulting in a poor project. 

Project Sharing 

The project was shared 

clearly & thoroughly via the 

Action Plan discussion 

board. 

The project was shared via 

the Action Plan discussion 

board. 

The project was not shared. 

 

 

Score: ____/15 = ____ x 100 = _____% 

Action Plan 

 
The goal of the action plan is to have you reflect upon the content of this course and how you will use it in your 

professional work.  A template will be provided to assist you in developing an action plan.  The action plan will be 

assessed as follows. 


