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A Brief Timeline

2005 
Task 
Force

2010 
Initial 
Pilot 
with 30 
students

2015-
Present

Large-
scale 
pilots



Current Courses

Health and Risk, 
Science, Media

Math 
101 Politics and 

Voting, 
Economics and 
Finance, Social 
Justice

Math 
102

• Large lectures (Tuesday) with a recitation (Thursday)

• Content arises from context, designed by team of 

individuals working on the project

• Focus on active learning in small groups

• No exams; some quizzes; one course-long project

• Table/graph reading and creation, basic arithmetic 

skills woven throughout



Course Project

• Part 1: Picking a topic 

of societal significance 

• Part 2: Research 

politics, polling others, 

making a “decision” 

and displaying results

• Part 3: Cost-benefit 

analysis, game theory 

lens

• Part 4: A social justice 

lens



Ranking Happiness

Gapminder

Numbers in the news 



Assignment Examples

Gerrymandering

Surveying others



Assignment Examples



Assignment Examples

Gerrymandering

Surveying others
• Realistic 

approach 

over 

formulas

• Scenario 

analysis



Assignment Examples

• Strategic 

thinking and 

game theory 

activities

• Historical 

trend 

analysis



Assignment Examples

• Fact-

checking 

• Media 

interrogation

• Infographic 

creation



Assignment Examples



Assessment and Future Directions

Assessment
• QLRA (among others)

• Effectiveness and passing rates

Challenges

• “Where’s the math” rhetoric

• Providing a balanced political 
perspective

• Scaling up

• Training GTA’s and undergrad tutors

• Funding




