
Welcome
 FSU Families!

Office of New Student and Family Programs 
Family/Guest Orientation

Fall 2019



We are excited that your student has decided to enroll at Framingham 
State University. As high school comes to an end and the next chapter 
begins, we want you, the supporters of your students, to feel welcomed 
to this new community and understand the expectations of being a 
member of the Framily. This all begins at Family/Guest Orientation.  
The program occurs simultaneously with the New Student Orientation, 
so you will be separated from your student all day. The Family/Guest 
Orientation focuses on helping you gain an understanding of what 
your student will be experiencing and different ways to support your         
student, all while helping them to establish their independence. Both 
the Student and Family/Guest Orientation will give you and your       
student a sense of belonging at FSU.

This pamphlet provides specific information about Family/Guest         
Orientation, so please keep this in a safe place for future reference. 
We understand that you are most likely sacrificing a day of work to 
attend so we strive to make the orientation one that is informative,                 
entertaining, and most of all—worthwhile. The transition to college is an 
important milestone for you and your student. 

Family/Guest Orientation is designed to provide you with the              
necessary tools to understand how to assist your student and answer 
any questions you may have. Please join us as you embark on this      
exciting adventure together!

Ben Trapanick
Director of New Student and Family Programs

David Baldwin
Associate Dean of Students

Welcome to the fRAMily!!



Who are “families”?
At Framingham State, we welcome students and anyone who supports them. That 
could be immediate family members, relatives, or close friends. The transition to life 
as a college student is challenging. Students’ family members and their supporters 
are an integral part of helping them make a successful transition to college.

What do we do for students?
     Coordinate several large scale programs, such as Orientation and FSU     

 Foundations, which are focused on familiarizing students with new expectations,   
 resources, and guidance on how to navigate the world of Framingham State.

     Help students learn to be advocates for themselves.

     Oversee student-leadership teams that focus on providing guidance to new   
        students.

     Serve as a general resource for all new students.

What do we do for families?
     Share timely information about events and experiences that your students are  

       taking part in. 

     Share news that is happening on the FSU campus.

     Provide an environment that welcomes questions concerning the well-being of              
       their students.

     Share information that helps students establish their independence. 

     Celebrate the people who are assisting students in navigating the Framingham   
       State experience.

     Coordinate Family and Guest Orientation. 

New Student & Family Programs



     Learn how to assist with your student’s transition to college.

     Learn how to support your student while they build their personal independence.

     Ask questions about the university.

     Familiarize yourself with Framingham State.

     Learn about the policies and procedures that are in place.

     Meet many of the people who will be working with the students.
      Center for Academic Success and Achievement (CASA) 
      Members of the Faculty 
      Health Center 
      Residence Life 
      University Police 
      New Student and Family Programs 
      Dining Services
      Student Involvement and Leadership Development (SILD) 
      Financial Aid/Student Accounts

     Learn how you can help your student feel that they belong at FSU.

     Get helpful first day move-in tips.

     Be welcomed into the fRAMily!

What do people who have attended Family/Guest Orientation have to 
say about the experience?
“Great Program! Informative, and it definitely made me feel better and more comfortable 
with the choice for her to come to FSU.”

“We enjoyed each and every speaker.  All were dynamic and informative.  Schedule was 
tightly packed but I appreciated the timeliness.”

“My son was right, he said I would love it and I do.  We are first generation – so this is so 
important to us!  Thank you for making us feel welcome!”

“The most consistent message was –we are here for your kids, that is a great and 
comforting mindset.”

Why Should I Attend Orientation?



Orientation Dates by Major:

     Wednesday, June 12, 2019 College of Science, Technology, Engineering and 
    Math: Biology, Chemistry, Food Science, 
    Biochemistry, Computer Science, Food & Nutrition, 
    Health & Wellness, Mathematics, Physics and Earth  
    Science, Pre-Engineering

     Thursday, June 13, 2019 College of Education: Child & Family Studies, 
    Elementary Education, Early Childhood Education 
    College of Arts and Humanities: Studio Art, Art 
    History, Communication Arts, English, 
    Fashion Design & Retailing, History, World 
    Languages, Spanish, American Sign Language, 
    Liberal Studies

     Friday, June 14, 2019  College of Business: Accounting, Economics, 
    Finance, Management, Business & Information 
    Technology, Marketing, Hospitality & Tourism 
    Management, International Business

     Monday, June 17, 2019 College of Social and Behavioral Sciences: 
    Geography, Environmental Science and Policy, 
    Environmental Studies and Sustainability, Political 
    Science, Psychology, Criminology, Global Studies,  
    Sociology

     Tuesday, June 18, 2019 Undeclared Majors

     Thursday, June 20, 2019 Make-Up Day 1: All Majors 

     *Wednesday, August 14, 2019 Make-Up Day 2: All Majors 

*Please note that there is no Family/Guest Orientation offered in August

If your student cannot attend the orientatation specifc to their major, it is imperative that 
they attend a Make-Up Orietnation Day. Our program is organized by Academic College so 
that students can meet with their faculty and learn about their specific program.

We encourage students to attend orientation in June in order to register for classes as 
soon as possible and subsequently have an accurate bill when it becomes available in 
July. Please note that we offer a Make-Up Orientation Day in June. If students are for 
some reason unable to attend the orientation for their major, we encourage them to 
attend this orientation, even if they are unable to RSVP in advance.



Orientation Information for Families and Guests:
     Check-in starts at 8:00 a.m. and the orientation day will  end at 5:45 p.m. with a 

dinner to follow.  Signs will direct you to the designated check-in location.

     Light breakfast will be available. Lunch will be served in our dining facilities which 
       offer many options to accommodate for dietary restrictions and preferences. 

Please inform us of any food allergies or restrictions on your RSVP form. 

     Your student will have have their own separate orientation experience and you will 
be reunited at the end of the day. 

     There is a $45.00 (non-refundable) per participant fee to cover the cost of food 
and supplies for the Family/Guest program. Please make all checks payable 
to Framingham State University . There is no separate cost for your student to 
attend Orientation. 

     Individuals who require accommodations including accompaniment by 
a Personal Care Assistant, sign language interpreter, assistance with 
communications, or assistance for reduced or restricted mobility must notify our 
office of those needs in advance when they RSVP or via email at orientation@
framingham.edu.

     For directions to campus and information about parking, please see our website.

How to Register for Family/Guest Orientation

RSVP for Orientation at: www.framingham.edu/orientation. RSVP to 
Orientation by June 5 for June Orientation. *Please note there is no         
Family/Guest Orientation offered in August.

For student orientation information and registration instructions, please refer 
to the student orientation booklet or go to www.framingham.edu/orientation

If you are unable to RSVP in advance, we still encourage you to come to 
orientation. An accurate RSVP helps us to plan for your arrival, but we will be 
prepared for the families of  all first-year students who have deposited with the 
institution. We can only accept cash or check payments at the door.



What does my student need to do after they deposit at FSU?
Below is a checklist of tasks that students should complete throughout the summer. 
Taking care of these items will help them learn the business of being a Framingham 
State student. 

     Go to the New Rams Checklist, found at www.framingham.edu/new-rams-  
       checklist.

     Using the TechPrep letter, log into all of the different technology platforms.

     If necessary, register for a math and/or foreign language placement test and 
take on the FSU campus. For more information about placement testing, visit our 
website.

     If necessary, complete the Writing Placement test from April 18 to May 30, 2019.

     RSVP for orientation at: www.framingham.edu/orientation

     Review the Academic Advising Guide prior to orientation, available on the   
       Ram Ready Portal.

     Join the Class of 2023 Facebook page.

     Complete required online educational modules in July on the Ram Ready    
       Portal.

     Attend Black & Gold Beginnings, the next part of their orientation experience, 
which takes place between August 31 and September 3.



Vist our website for more information about:
      Family and Guest resources

      Family and Guest Orientation information

      Family and Guest opportunities throughout the year

      FSU Terms

      Frequently Asked Questions for FSU families

      Incoming student resource manual

      Contact information for important campus offices

      Important Dates (Homecoming &  Family Weekend, etc.)

      FSU Newsletters - (twice per semester starting summer 2019)

SAVE THE DATE!

First-Year Student Move-In/Black & Gold Beginnings | August 31, 2019

Homecoming & Family Weekend | September 20-21, 2019

Office of New Student 
and Family Programs
O’Connor Hall 106  
100 State Street
Framingham, MA 01701-9101

Questions?
Contact us at 508-626-4637
orientation@framingham.edu

/newFSUram

See what’s happening: 




